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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

(The size of books is given in inches to the nearest half inch.) 

NORTH AMERICA 
Annual Report of the Mississippi River Commission for the Fiscal 
Year ending June 30, 1912. Being Appendix MMM of the Report of 
the Chief of Engineers, U; S. Army, 1912. House of Representatives, Docu- 
ment No. 936, 62d Congress, 3d Session, pages 3695-3988. 5 1 plates, 23 full- 
page illustrations, index. Government Printing Office, Washington, 1912. 

The interest centers largely in the official statements concerning the flood of 
1912. The general nature and conditions of this flood have been reported in the 
Bulletin (Vol. 44, Sept. 1912, pp. 645-657) but interesting subsidiary items are 
found in the Report. 

1. On pages 3714-5, is a table which shows the gauge heights at Cairo and the 
•corresponding gauge heights at representative stations above Cairo for 1912 and 
for the previous great floods. While the gauge height at Cairo, 53.95 feet, for 
1912 was the highest ever reported, the gauge heights at St. Louis on the Miss- 
issippi River, at Paducah and Cincinnati on the Ohio, at Florence on the Tennes- 
see and at Nashville on the Cumberland fell considerably short in every instance 
of the maxima previous' to 1912. From which the Commission concludes that 
"it seems obvious that reservoirs at the tributary head waters would not have 
been effective in preventing the flood in the Mississippi River below Cairo." 

2. The Commission discusses again the persistent belief that floods are caused 
by the elevation of the river bed due to the construction of levees (page 3715), 
and reiterates its conclusion that there has been no progressive elevation of the 
river bed. In this connection, the findings of earlier investigators concerning 
the Po and the Rhine, which are currently reported as having built their beds 
high above the surrounding country, are reprinted in part. 

3. The Commission emphasizes the fact that only twelve crevasses occurred 
in the levees during this greatest of all the recorded floods and that the loss due 
to crevasses amounts to 1.06 per cent, of the whole yardage of the levees. While 
this is a good record compared with the data of earlier floods yet more territory 
(8,540 square miles) was inundated during 1912 than during the 1903 flood 
(6,820 square miles) although less than during the 1897 flood (13,580 square 
miles). 

4. Twenty-three full page illustrations of the flood of 1912 are an innovation 
in the reports. The pictures depict a number of conditions which cannot be 
adequately explained in the text and add to its value for the lay reader. 

The year 1911-12 was remarkable also in the low water conditions. The 
dredging season opened in June and closed in September which dates are some 
two months earlier than usual. The Commission says that the project depth of 
9 feet and width of 250 feet were fully maintained throughout the season. 

R. M. Brown. 

The New York of Yesterday. A Descriptive Narrative of Old Bloomingdale. 
By Hopper Striker Mott. xxvi and 597 pp. Maps, plans, ills., index. G. P- 
Putnam's Sons, New Vork, 1908. $10. 9X x byi. 

West of Central Park is a region built up in dignity and with no little of the 
Juxury which finds real estate expression. It is of this region of wealth that Mr. 
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Mott has written in this volume the village history. No historian could be better 
qualified, for he descends from the villagers of that day. New York yet remained 
a simple town, its social centers were still its churches. Quite naturally, there- 
fore, the history of Bloomingdale is to be written about the beginning and the 
growth of its church, the Church at Harsenville. Church records are the best 
material for such history, the records in the books of marriages and births and 
the stone records which cluster under the eaves of the sanctuary. It was a 
placid history. Only once did war come near it to redden the buckwheat field in 
the battle of Harlem Heights, only once again did war sound its alarm and then 
it was no more than a threat in 1812. It is well to bear in mind that this is vil- 
lage history upon metropolitan soil. There are New Yorkers in quiet byways to 
whom it will be a pleasure to read of ancestors on this island when Bloomingdale 
was a region of farms and country seats. The maps and diagrams have been 
compiled with that accuracy which we have already learned to associate with Mr. 
Mott's historical researches on Manhattan Island. The illustrations show that 
he has drawn Upon every available source of family portraiture, in most cases 
sources to which he enjoys hereditary right of access. William Churchill. 

The Government of American Cities. By William Bennett Munro. ix 
and 401 pp. Index. Macmillan Co., New York, 1912. $2. gx6. 

A satisfying volume that presents with clearness and vigor the details and 
principles of city government. It outlines the development of governmental 
methods from the earlier times to the present, summarizes modern experiments 
and tendencies and includes a suggestive closing chapter on Municipal Reforms 
and Reformers. One is surprised to find how varied are the details of procedure 
in the many large cities of the country, and how widespread the dissatisfaction 
with local methods. The origin of the Commission form of government in the last 
decade, 'its expansion, its strength and weakness are considered at length. A 
similar careful treatment is presented of the advantages and possible disadvan- 
tages of the initiative, referendum, recall and protest. The book shows the 
author a master of his subject, the presentation is up to date, the style clear and 
pleasing, and the choice of subjects complete. Every person who would know 
what real citizenship means, and how progress may be sanely secured, should 
read this book. It is educative in the best sense for the professional politician, 
the reformer, the taxpayer, the voter and the citizen who in his ignorance and 
narrowness often defeats his own good intentions. Richard Elwood Dodge. 

Forestry in New England. A Handbook of Eastern Forest Management. 
By Ralph Chipman Hawley and Austin Foster Hawes. xv and 479 pp. Map, 
ills., index. John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1912. $3.50. 9x6. 

A book of regional forestry with the double purpose of being valuable to land 
owners in the east, and as a textbook of forestry in New England. It serves in a 
reasonable degree both ends for it is entertainingly written and packed with in- 
formation and explanation. The first, eleventh and twelfth chapters are the 
most geographical; the first treats the geography of trees under conditions re- 
quired by various species; the eleventh chapter discusses the original forests, 
"immense white pine forests stretching across Massachusetts to the foot of the 
Berkshires and extending well up the rivers of Maine, to Lake Winnepesaukee 
in New Hampshire, up the Connecticut into Vermont and New Hampshire and 
eastward from the borders of Lake Champlain" (p. 183). Southern New 
England had a larger percentage of hard woods. 

The author traces the change of attitude of the people, from reverence and 
solicitude for forests in the early days to fear, and hate, then to mastery, and 
finally to deep solicitude and guardianship. This discussion, with the change 
of condition of the forests and the interactions between man and the forests, 
constitute very pleasing geography. 

A careful description of the forests, region by region, their improvement by 
closer adaptation to conditions, their markets and their probable future among the 
other industries of New England constitute the forester's special part of the book. 
Tables, statistics, bibliography. G. D. Hubbard. 



